Renovation:

Start with the reality of the place we live.  We have some type of experience with God.  This we call religion.

Religion – The total of God’s work in a man and the total of the man’s response to that 

inner working – Tozer
Challenge…we know in our heads what God has done for us, but that is not the end of the matter.  Healthy living is not about receiving from God it is about receiving PLUS responding.  Without response we could be dead to Christ even as a Christian is dead or unresponsive to sin, though perhaps even yet saved.
When you think of your spiritual life do you think about what you get, what you feel what you think, what you give, what you wish it did to your life what it has done to your life?  These questions assess our religion but not any single one, this matter is one of holistic consideration not tunnel vision.

I don’t have to think very deeply about my life, particularly since leaving Laramie and ministry, to see that I have been negligent of my heart, the place where I feel and know God.  Why have I become negligent?  Where have I failed to stay the course so that God’s reaching out and into my life would solicit an effect on my perception that would motivate my emotions and thoughts to create a heart deep response to God?  And in turn result in certainty of life purpose and meaning?

Neglected Christian truths can be revitalized only when by prayer and long meditation we isolate them from the mass of hazy ideas with which our minds are filled and hold them steadily and determinedly in the focus of the mind’s attention. – Tozer
I’m too busy, I do not get quite and settle my thoughts, God could have been talking to me for 2 years and as long as it didn’t vibrate my ear drum or appear to my eyes or impede my body from motion I would not have noticed.  If I have not listened how much further am I from meditating?
If I don’t like the direction of travel I have to overcome the momentum I have on the path I don’t like.  If in an attempt to change course I took certain actions and failed I would consider not trying again.  So then I must consider carefully what corrective action to take.  Heed this warning and do not fall into the following trap:
It can not but be a major tragedy in the life of any man to live in a church from childhood to old age and know nothing more real than some synthetic god compounded of theology and logic, but having no eyes to see, no ears to hear and no heart to love.

And these verses teach also that when the message is received in power it effects a change so radical as to be called a new creation.  But the message may be received without power, and apparently some have so received it, for they have a name to live and are dead.  All this is present in these texts.  By observing the ways of men at play I have been able to understand better the ways of men at prayer.  Most men, indeed, play at religion as they play at games, religion itself being of all games the one most universally played.  The various sports have their rules and their balls and their players; the game excites interest, gives pleasure, and consumes time, and when it is over the competing teams laugh and leave the field.  It is common to see a player leave one team and join another and play against his old mates with as great zest as he formerly displayed when playing for them.  The whole thing is arbitrary.  It consists in solving artificial problems and attacking difficulties which have been deliberately created for the sake of the game.  It has no moral roots and is not supposed to have.  No one is the better for his self –imposed toil.  It is all but a pleasant activity which changes nothing and settles nothing at last.

If the condition we describe were confined to the ballpark we might pass it over without further thought, but what are we to say when this same spirit enters the sanctuary and decides the attitude of men toward God and religion?  For the church has also its fields and its rules and its equipment for playing the game of pious words.  It has its devotees, both laymen and professionals, who support the game with their money and encourage it with their presence, but who are no different in life or character from many who take in religion no interest at all.

As an athlete uses a ball, so do many of us use words: words spoken and words sung, words written and words uttered in prayer.  We throw them swiftly across the field; we learn to handle them with dexterity and grace; we build reputations upon our word skill and gain as our reward the applause of those who have enjoyed the game.   But the emptiness of it is apparent from the fact that after the pleasant religious game no one is basically any different from what he had been before.  The bases of life remain unchanged, the same old principles govern, the same old Adam rules.

I have not said that religion without power makes no changes in man’s life, only that it makes no fundamental difference.  Water may change from liquid to vapor and still be fundamentally the same.  So powerless religion may put a man through many surface changes and leave him exactly what he was before.  Right there is where the snare lies.  The changes are in form only, they are not in kind.  Behind the activities of the non-religious man and the man who has received the gospel without power lie the very same motives.  An unblessed ego lies at the bottom of both lives, the difference being that the religious man has learned  better to disguise his vice.  His sins are refined and less offensive than before he took up religion, but the man himself is not a better man in the sight of God.  He may indeed  be a worse one, for always God hates artificiality and pretense.  Selfishness still throbs like an engine at the center of the man’s life.  True, he may learn to “redirect” his selfish impulse, But his woe is that self still lives un-rebuked and even unsuspected within his deep heart.  He is a victim of religion without power.
The man who has experienced or is experiencing the change that occurs in the surrendered heart at the hand of the Spirit is marked by the following:

His interests shift from things external to things internal, from things on earth to things in heaven.  He loses faith in the soundness of external values, he sees clearly the deceptiveness of outward appearances and his love for and confidence in the unseen and the eternal world becomes stronger as his experience widens.

Here is the distinctive of this all, consider the implications.
Deity indwelling men! That, I say, is Christianity, and no man has experienced rightly the power of Christian belief until he has known this for himself as a living reality. – Tozer

The object is to renovate the heart THROUGH the mind, emotions and senses.  Do not sell short, the heart is of the utmost importance.  Tend to the needs of the heart, receive and respond to God’s involvement in your life.

A place to start, a couple of questions:

What does your heart want?  Do you know?  Consider the first thoughts of the day they may be least edited.

Consider Matthew  6:19-25…Treasures in heaven.  Where are your treasures?  What do you spend your time on and your thoughts?  These will tell you the truth about what is important to you, aka your treasures.

Humans are poor multi-taskers.  You can only be committed to one thing at a time you can not for instance be committed to both God and money.  Many of our ‘treasures’ are mutually exclusive.  There are many things we may have responsibility for but this does not give license to make these things treasures.  

We have one unit of life to spend.  The one life unit is made of a distinct number of day units.  How are your days being invested and spent?

If you were to know that you would die in a year what would you do different?  Why would you do these things different?  Pay attention to the things that are for heart reasons.

