Assessment #2:  Starving for Righteousness


· Theme Verse:  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will. (NIV, Romans 12:1-2)

· Key Verse:  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  (NIV, Matthew 5:6)
· My life:  How did I get here?  How do you avoid it?
· We do not go from true worship to sin – point being that increments of compromise are required to arrive at full-blown sin (James 1:13-15) and the first increment begins in the mind.

· It requires daily meeting with the Lord – daily renewal of our minds as our theme verse states.

· Matthew 5:6:  Take another look.  Remember who Jesus was speaking to.  They knew hunger.

· Starving for righteousness:  Our natural condition (whether we know it or not).

· 1 Corinthians 10:12-13

· Does your perception match reality?  Do you see yourself as wholly dependent on Christ for righteousness?  Remind yourself of that truth in each quiet time with God.
· Are you “righteous enough”?  No!  You do not cut it!  But Jesus gives us the freedom to keep trying!  Woohoo!
· What is the state of mind of a starving person?

· Socrates example – Pursue the righteousness of Christ as a drowning man pursues air.
· Starving for righteousness = ruthlessly cutting off the things that hinder.  Hebrews 12:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 9:24 – 27

· However as we “beat our bodies” by way of the disciplines let us remember that we have a great high priest who can sympathize with our weakness.  And when we fail we can approach the throne of grace with boldness!  (Hebrews 4:14-16)
· After looking at this a little more I was reminded of why we beat our bodies.  

· It may sound paradoxical, but we exercise the spiritual disciplines with joy!  It is only paradoxical if we do not have in mind a correct view of our relationship with the Lord.  

· We do it because we want to!  We do it as Jesus encourages us, right by our sides the whole way!  And the greatest point that we miss so often is that Jesus, like a loving father with a child, is right there to lift us up when we fall, coach us how to proceed and motivate us to do so!  

· What an amazing, loving, perfectly gracious God we serve!

