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Discerning the Will of God (An exegesis of Romans 12:1-2)
Eric Hanly

R.A.F.T.  --  Morning, 11 May, Desolation Canyon on the Green River

I.  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.”




--Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)

II.     God, it’s strange how I feel right now.  I was doing pretty well—consistently spending time with you, reading my devotional, and abiding in you.  But now—in the midst of my busyness—I find myself having spent virtually no time with you at all over the past week.  And I FEEL it!

     I miss you, and yet shamefully I recognize that I miss even more the peace that spending time with you gives me.  It seems so selfish—that I regret having been disobedient to you this week not because I grieve how it may have hurt you or because I feel badly about withholding from you the worship you so clearly deserve, but rather because I grieve what is absent from me.

     What kind of love is it that I have for you that only loves what you do for me rather than loving you for who you are?  Lord, please forgive me for my disobedience, my lack of discipline, and forgive me for my selfishness!  Yet Lord, you are full of mercy, and thus I request that you allow my desire for your blessings to drive me to a desire for you.

     Let me not stand in awe of your Grace, let me stand in awe of you.  Let me not worship your gifts, let me worship you!




--From Eric’s devotional 5/5/04

III.  Renovate Assess Friendship Transform

IV.  “Pattern[s] of this world”


--Busyness, Fast-paced Life, Love of Money/Materialism, Desiring Prestige, Sin
V.  Renovate Defined:  To Restore, To Renew, To Make New.

        2 Components (AAFB Bathroom renovation analogy):


1)  Take out the old


2)  Put in the new

VI.  Surrender:  “offer your bodies as living sacrifices”
VII.  3 Barriers to Surrender


1)  Fear


2)  Pride


3)  Confusion

VIII.  Surrender = Obedience (even when it doesn’t make sense)

IX.  “The more we let God take us over, the more truly ourselves we become—because he made us.  He invented all the different people that you and I were intended to be. . . It is when I turn to Christ, when I give up myself to His personality, that I first begin to have a real personality of my own.”




--Eric quoting Rick Warren quoting C.S. Lewis

X.  3 Blessings of Surrender/Obedience


1)  Peace


2)  Freedom


3)  God’s power in our lives

XI.  Obedience portends Choice.  You are as close to God as you choose to be.

XII.  “The problem with a living sacrifice is that it can crawl off the alter.”




--Rick Warren

XIII.  “Then he said to them all: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.’”




--Luke 9:23 (NIV)

XIV.  How do we have a daily walk with God?  Transformation through the spiritual disciplines.

XV.  What is the result of a renewed mind /renovated heart?  The ability to discern “God’s will.”

XVI.  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.”




--Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)
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